
2019 Grants – Not Funded 

 
Marvelous Mindful Moments @Alliance Academy 
$5,000 
The Marvelous Mindful Moments program will help students acknowledge and manage their 
stress both in the academic setting and in their other environments. This program will create a 
safe and positive environment within an identified classroom, establish a retreat zone that 
allows students to manage stress, and staff the mindfulness program with selected teachers 
and counselors who have training. The school and staff will create an environment and location 
that is positive and safe, that allows for connections to peers and adults and establishes 
resources and techniques to help students manage the variety of stresses they encounter. 
  
Aerospace Pathway Kit Aircraft Project @Alliance Academy 
$5,000 
Alliance Academy students will construct a kit aircraft as part of their flight operations and 
aviation maintenance pathways. Students will construct a Vann’s Aircraft RV-12is, which will 
result in a completed, flyable two-seat light aircraft. The aircraft will be sold to the public, with 
the proceeds funding the succeeding aircraft kit. This project will be self-sustaining after the 
first iteration. The goal of this project is to provide exciting hands-on experience that directly 
relates to aerospace careers and builds actual skills they will use in the workplace. 
  
Dual Language Immersion Program @ Brandywine Elementary School 
$1,996.33 
The goal of this project is to develop a bilingual ability at the first-grade level. Students will 
master first grade Georgia Standards of Excellence in the areas of English Language Arts, Math, 
Science, and Social Studies. Currently, the Dual Language Immersion teachers are having to 
create their posters in Spanish, but they are unable to make them larger than a standard sheet 
of paper. Due to the very specific teaching of Georgia Standards in Spanish, there are no 
premade posters they can buy. Teachers need access to a large-format color printer and poster 
maker to benefit the entire school and give all teachers the ability to create custom visuals for 
their classrooms. With the help of these resources, DLI students will learn how to read and 
write in Spanish as well as English. Access to quality reading material and resources in homes 
where there are economic challenges is a barrier to building early literacy skills. By providing 
these enriching resources, we can help build vocabulary and literacy skills, ensuring success, 
regardless of family income. 
  
A Bobcat’s Trek Through School Standards with Virtual Reality @Brookwood Elementary 
$4,571.84 
Brookwood Elementary plans to purchase fifteen new Apple iPod Touch and fifteen Merge 
Virtual Reality googles. The devices will be available for teachers to have an opportunity for 
professional development and have the opportunity to sign up for co-taught lessons with the 
instructional technology specialist. Teachers will be able to incorporate premade Nearpod and 
Google Expeditions into their lessons. Students will physically experience their learning while 
making real-world connections. They will be able to visit the Lincoln Memorial without leaving 



their classroom or walk through the eye of a hurricane while learning about weather 
emergencies. With this cutting-edge technology, students will have the opportunity to become 
embedded in their learning while developing skills such as teamwork and communication. 
  
Denmark Fitness and Wellness Center @Denmark High School 
$5,000 
The goal of this project is to provide students and staff with an area to improve overall health 
and wellness. The center is designed to offer staff members a convenient area to engage in 
physical activity before and after school. Additionally, the room can accommodate a maximum 
size physical education class and can provide a place to comfortably participate in physical 
activity during the class. The center will help develop students develop talents, interests, and 
passions as well as maintaining wellness and balance in their lives. They will learn to display 
integrity and develop perseverance and drive to achieve personal goals. The goal is to foster a 
lifelong interest in physical activity which will positively impact their wellness and develop goal-
setting abilities and social skills in class. 
  
DeSana School and Community Garden @DeSana Middle School 
$3,425.23 
The purpose of this project is to add six additional raised garden beds to expand the community 
garden project. The raised beds will be used to grow organic vegetables and herbs that will be 
enjoyed by members of the club, the school, and the community. Students will continue to 
learn about horticulture, health, and the environment. The hope is to inspire more people to 
grow their vegetables, eat and enjoy clean and healthy food, and understand the impact of 
chemical fertilizers and pesticides on the environment and the people that consume them. 
  
Foundations of Interactive Design @Lakeside Middle School 
$3,000 
The goal of this program is to introduce students to real-world, industry-standard programs for 
game construction and app creation. Students will learn to plan out the development of various 
genres of games, create a visual model of a game, create a functional game, debug and patch 
their game. This utilizes creative and critical thinking, preparing students to overcome issues 
that present themselves in their work. 
  
Media Center Redesign @Lambert High School 
$5,000 
The Lambert media center will be updated and redesigned to meet the needs of the student in 
‘Lunch and Learn’ and those taking online courses. The media center has not been updated 
since the school was opened in 2009, and space is now being utilized differently than was 
originally planned for. There is a need for an interactive, collaborative area, for alternative 
individual seating, and a truly quiet workspace. The goal of this remodel is to act as an anchor 
for the Lambert community to rally behind. There are countless ways this area can be used in 
the future but will remain a constant center of activity during Lunch and Learn.  
 
  



Bolsters for The Retreat @Liberty Middle School 
$400 
The purpose of this project is to buy bolsters for the already existent Movement and 
Mindfulness Room, Called the Retreat. The Retreat is a room where small groups of students 
and staff learn mindful stress reduction techniques.  Bolsters will greatly enhance the 
experience of each participant by aiding in body positioning. They provide support, improve 
posture, relieve stress and improve circulation and metabolism, which benefits overall health 
and wellness. 
  
Liberty Middle School Collaborative Workspace @Liberty Middle School 
$4,921 
This project will help close the achievement gaps of subgroups by providing a collaborative 
workspace where students feel comfortable and confident to collaborate in a casual and 
innovative environment. The area in the back of the media center would be converted into a 
collaborative workspace that could be utilized for group discussions, reading quietly, rotation 
stations, research or maker space. This workspace is inspired by the rising trend of collaborative 
workspaces by businesses and will prepare students for the twenty-first-century workplace. 
  
Mustang Student Leadership Academy @Little Mill Middle School 
$5,000 
Students at Little Mill need a specific program that will develop leadership qualities such as 
communication, teamwork, collaboration, team building, problem-solving, conflict resolution, 
career development, community involvement, and service-learning. The program will also 
include teaching tools for academic success. Students will take part in service-learning projects, 
which includes developing a Youth Empowerment day, which will allow students who exhibit 
leadership characteristics to participate in a full-day workshop focused on school and 
community change. The implementation of this program will also allow for the strengthening of 
current programs already in place.  Students will develop critical leadership skills through 
weekly Habitude lessons and empower other students to do the same. 
  
NFHS Comprehensive Wellness Model for Students and Staff @North Forsyth High School 
$5,000 
North Forsyth is in the process of transforming the media center into “The Hub,” space where 
students have access to collaborative tools and resources such as a technology-free zone, 
wellness-focused sessions, mental health resources, mentoring, a food pantry, restorative 
practices, and resiliency curriculums. This program will provide students with seating and 
supplies to promote wellness such as tactile anxiety-coping materials, calm lighting, and 
teacher training. It will also provide supplies and resources that align with physical, relational 
and social, and emotional wellness outlined in the FCS Wellness Growth Model. Also, it will 
provide resources to participate in local community service and outreach opportunities.  
 
 
 
  



Cat Clubs @North Forsyth Middle School 
$2,000 
The program promotes stronger relationships between staff and students and helps students 
become more connected with each other. There are currently clubs that meet before and after 
school, but some students are unable to participate. Every teacher will sponsor a club or activity 
and every student will be able to attend considering it falls during school hours. This program 
greatly impacts the ability to develop connectedness between staff and students when there is 
a shared interest or passion and all students and staff will be involved. Another benefit of the 
program is the relationships formed between students who may not otherwise know one other. 
  
Sources of Strength @Riverwatch Middle School 
$3,917.94 
Sources of Strength is a project designed to harness the power of peer social networks to 
change unhealthy norms and culture, ultimately preventing suicide, bullying and substance 
abuse. The program moves beyond a singular focus on only risk factors by utilizing a proactive 
approach. It is based on a relational connections model that uses teams of peer leaders, 
mentored by adult advisors, to change peer social norms about help-seeking and encourage 
students to individually asses and develop strength in their life. A new leadership program will 
be created and will put Sources of Strength into action. The program will train adults and 
students to leverage their personal and collective leadership qualities and social influence in 
leading the charge in ‘cultural changing campaigns’ that use strength-based messages to impact 
multiple issues. 
  
All Kids Can Code! @Settles Bridge Elementary School 
$4,700 
This project serves to support coding experience for students in grades K through 4. Students 
will be able to engage in coding regularly. After students become familiar with the basics of 
coding with the KIBO and Dash, teachers will collaborate on open-ended projects that students 
can research and plan a solution to a problem and execute the planned solution. The goal is to 
expose all students in the building to a coding application that encourage group problem 
solving and ignite interest in the fundamentals of coding for students who would not otherwise 
have exposure to such activities. 
  
 College and Career Center @South Forsyth High School 
$5,000 
To provide social and emotional support along with skills that will help students reach their 
goals in college, the workforce or military service, space is being created that allows students to 
be nurtured by caring adults who will walk through their exploration of these areas. The center 
will provide opportunities for all students to learn more about college and career readiness and 
will give them more information about serving their country. The space allows students to seek 
help when applying to college, writing college essays, applying for jobs, learning soft skills that 
will enhance their work performance or making a decision about which branch of service meets 
their interest and needs. The room will be divided into each of the three areas allowing 
students plenty of space to explore college, career, and service. The goal of the center is to 



provide insight and support for students and their families while navigating the complex 
process, as well as empowering students to follow their passions and interests while guiding 
them to reach their full potential. The space will be a friendly and open space, where students 
can congregate to work through these difficult decisions, as well as provide a professional 
atmosphere for recruiters and admissions officers to meet and interact with students. 
  
Glide Time @South Forsyth Middle School 
$1,600 
The physical education department will provide students with mindfulness and movement 
techniques during weekly PE classes. “Glide Time” focuses on providing stents with time to 
relax and recharge while teaching them skills to relieve stress, maximize wellness and foster 
resilience both at school and at home. This project will support the Social-Emotional learning of 
each student and will act as a cornerstone of wellness for the rest of their lives. 
  
STEAM: Camera and Photoshop Projects @Sharon Elementary School 
$1,110.87 
STEAM adds another element to the tradition STEM program: art. Focusing on STEAM means 
integrating the core STEM subjects through the arts, allowing students to utilize their creativity. 
Students will have opportunities to use a camera and Adobe Photoshop to complete various 
projects throughout the year. Fourth and Fifth-grade students will sharpen their 
communication and creative thinking skills and develop a passion for the arts while growing a 
sense of self. 
  
Community Connect @Vickery Creek Elementary School for West Community Schools 
$5,000 
This project will improve the social and emotional well-being of the students and families in the 
West Community of Schools. Each Wednesday night during the 2019-2020 school year, the 
Community Connect Team will provide a family meal, free childcare and a parent discussion 
forum focused on the issues that parents in the community struggle with the most. The project 
seeks to create a place where parents can get information, glean ideas, create relevant 
solutions for their families and create a network of support. This network can aide in building 
healthier and happier young people. 
  
VCMS Implementation of Positive Behavior Interventions and Support (PBIS) @Vickery Creek 
Middle School 
$5,000 
This plan creates a safe space for staff and students and fosters an environment of positivity 
and comprehensive growth in behaviors as well as academics. PBSI centers around 
acknowledging good behavior, which translates into a rewards-based system. The main areas 
addressed are the four R’s: Responsibility, Respect, Ready to Succeed, and Reflection. The hope 
is that PBIS provides the guardrails necessary to clarify behavior expectations and policy for the 
VCMS community and work as a team to support students reaching high standards. Students 
earn tickets for good behavior, and a prize winner is drawn at the end of every week. 
  



8th Grade Stock Market Game @Vickery Creek Middle School 
$770 
The Stock Market Game is a virtual competition where teams are given $100,000 and ten weeks 
to make as much profit as they can by investing in real stocks, in real-time. The competition 
allows students to research companies, learn the advantages of long-term investment, explore 
current events and learn about compound interest. After the competition, there is a writing 
contest that students illustrate their experiences. The game engages students in a way which 
makes them want to pursue knowledge and many develop a passion for economics and 
investment through the simulations. 
  
West Forsyth ICON: Encouraging Positive Behavior @West Forsyth High School 
$3,000 
West implemented a behavior expectations matrix called ICON: involved, compassionate, 
ownership, noble, all qualities students are expected to exemplify. An important component of 
the behavior matrix is incentivizing the right behavior. Students can be nominated by one 
another or a teacher for representing what it means to be an ICON and will be entered into a 
monthly drawing. 
  
FCS Fine Arts Honors Day @West Forsyth High School 
$2,000 
The goal of the project is to host an event focused on fine arts that will bring colleges into the 
event and provide visual arts students with hands-on experience working with college art 
professors, speaking with current college students and interacting with other Forsyth County 
art students. Students from each county high school that are interested in art will be invited to 
the event. Many colleges and professors have already committed to attending the event and 
leading workshops. This event will be an opportunity to acknowledge the time and effort the 
visual arts students put into their work and encourage continued learning in the field and to 
assist students in engaging in meaningful interactions with college art professors. Students can 
explore many different college opportunities without missing any school to visit each one 
individually. Supplies are needed for the workshops the professors have committed to teaching. 
  
Rivers and Reefs @Whitlow Elementary School 
$5,000 
This project will establish three aquarium systems throughout Whitlow Elementary. The goal of 
Rivers and Reefs is to improve the students overall social and emotional well-being. The 
aquariums provide students with a chance to learn about ecosystems but also has a calming 
effect in moments of stress. By caring for the tanks, students will become more conscious of 
their actions, develop responsibility and improve their social behaviors. This project will 
encourage students to work together in teams to create a soothing aquarium to be enjoyed by 
all. Tanks will be installed around the school, as well as two in the principal and assistant 
principal’s offices to give students a sense of calm in moments of stress. 
  


